
 

Yateley Fitness to Study Policy: 

Yateley Sixth Form College has a longstanding commitment to treating students as individuals and of 

looking at each student’s situation in order to maximise their educational chances.  

What makes a student successful is good attendance, a positive attitude to work, good organisation 

and resilience in the face of inevitable challenges. We work hard to develop these capacities in all of 

our students. Sometimes personal circumstances or indeed mental health issues mean that a 

student cannot flourish. Our approach is to adapt and accommodate wherever we can. However if a 

student cannot, as a result of their circumstances or condition, attend properly or complete work 

adequately we have to examine whether they should continue in the studies.  

It is important to remember that even though we put everything we can into our student support 

programmes, we are an academic institution first and foremost, as such we may reach a point where 

the support a student requires is simply beyond our capacity either in terms of their specific needs 

or the impact on staff time and resources.  

 

Important principles:  

 In order to enter students for exams we look for sustained academic progress. Extended 

absence makes this impossible and sporadic attendance also has a severe impact on a 

student’s likely chance of success.  

 As is the case with most colleges, our teaching is carried out face to face. Teachers cannot 

interact with students on a remote basis over anything other than a short period of time. For 

limited periods staff can be flexible, but long periods are not sustainable. 

 Occasionally the situation may arise where a student’s health may have a negative impact on 

the welfare of other students. In these rare circumstances the college will seek to limit the 

impact on other members of our community.  

 

Fitness to study: 

Yateley Sixth Form College works hard to ensure that all students complete their programme of 

study and have viable options for their future beyond Yateley. We help all of our students to 

maintain academic and personal progress so that they reach their full potential. We understand that 

there will be ups and downs for a number of our students and deploy our resources to help students 

cope with these normal life events. There are however occasions where circumstances beyond our 

control bring other factors to bear on the student’s situation. Should a student’s mental health or 

physical wellbeing become significantly compromised the college’s primary aims of academic 

progress and performance become severely hampered and this can have a negative impact on both 

student and college.  

In such a case the college will do everything possible to make appropriate adjustments, however 

should the impact on the student still be significant it may be that a decision has to be taken about 

the student’s ability to continue in their studies and the impact on their health of doing so. In this 

instance the best outcome often becomes clear in discussion with parents and professionals, taking 

into account the college support options and resources. 



In particular there is little benefit in the student continuing with sporadic attendance when they 

would benefit more from making a recovery and restarting the course at a later date. Poor 

attendance leads only to frustration from the student who cannot do their best, and their teachers 

who, while sympathetic, do not have the resources to spare.  

This approach limits the likelihood of a student failing to progress through damaged academic 

chances, lessens the tendency of poor learning habits developing and offers a clear period of time to 

facilitate recovery and rehabilitation before restarting the following academic year, if practical 

constraints and funding allow and it is in the best interest of all parties. The Yateley aim is for all 

students to make good progress and have future options: prolonged absence only damages this.  

The decision to withdraw. 

If the decision to withdraw is reached in consultation with the student and their family it will usually 

be with immediate effect.  

Should a consensus not be reached, but the college still recommends withdrawal the students will 

be set a two week attendance and progress target. If on review the targets have not been met, a 

final two week set of targets will be given. Should the student fail to meet the second set of targets a 

decision will be taken as to the student’s continuation.  

1) Letter sent home outlining college concerns and setting two week target. If target met, fortnightly 

reviews maintained. If target failed >2 

2) Further letter sent home reminding student of the importance of attendance. If target met, 

fortnightly reviews maintained. If target failed >3 

3) Review of the student’s situation with Director of Sixth Form.  Student informed of decision in 

writing.  

Recommencement of study. 

It is likely that significant time will have elapsed while a student whose study has been suspended 

recovers to full health (often a period of 6 months or more). Wherever possible a student will be 

given the option to re-start their courses the following September, should they be deemed medically 

fit to do so, and they can demonstrate a commitment to their recovery in the interim period. Any 

recommencement must occur before the student’s 19th birthday. 

A meeting will be held to determine the exact combination of courses that would give the student 

the best chance of success. The college reserves the right to offer a restricted combination should 

that enhance the student’s chance of success.  During this meeting the student must provide 

medical evidence that they are fit to recommence their studies. Students who do not successfully 

pass stage three are unlikely to be able to recommence.  

In cases of recommencement the student will be required to remain in college for the duration of 

the college day for at least the first month to ensure that they restart with the best chance of 

success through keeping up with their workload. At the end of that period a review will determine if 

it is necessary to continue with this stipulation. Student will also be allocated regular timetabled 

support meetings to assist their reintegration. Clearly these are important elements of a successful 

recommencement; should the student be unable to adhere to these routines they will be unable to 

remain.  


