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SMSC Introduction 
At Yateley we recognise that for students to benefit from their time with us we must ensure that they have the best 
possible teaching and pastoral care and they must ensure that they try to meet the expectations placed on them in 
work, conduct and attitude. We believe that the school should actively promote all students’ spiritual, moral, social 
and cultural development by providing positive experiences through planned and coherent opportunities in the 
curriculum and through interactions with teachers, other adults and the local community. The aim of this Policy is to 
link and strengthen our whole school approach in order that the values become a reality for the students.  
The school has a full and comprehensive programme of PSHE and Citizenship and together with a coherent pastoral 
programme along with aspects of all subject areas; we endeavour to offer an inspiring and holistic experience to 
enable our young people to be Responsible, Reflective and Active Citizens with a strong awareness of British values.  Scope including statutory requirements  

 This policy was developed in response to National guidance – OFSTED Promoting and evaluating pupils’ 
spiritual, moral, social and cultural development 2004, the Education Reform Act 1988, the Education 
(Schools) Act 1992 and the School Inspections Act 1996.  

 It also refers specifically to the most recent guidance from the Ofsted School inspection handbook. It also 
takes into consideration the critical role SMSC has to play in ensuring our young people know how to be safe 
in an ever challenging world.  

 It should be read in conjunction with other school policies such as SEND, Safeguarding and Child Protection, 
Curriculum, Teaching and Learning, etc. 

 The statutory requirement that schools should encourage pupils’ SMSC development was first included in 
the Education Reform Act 1988.  

‘The curriculum (must be) a balanced and broadly based curriculum which —  
(a) promotes the spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical development of pupils at the school 
and of society; and  
(b) prepares such pupils for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of adult life.’  
This was followed by the Education (Schools) Act 1992 which stated that:  
‘The Chief Inspector for England shall have the general duty of keeping the Secretary of State 
informed about the spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of pupils at those schools.’  

 

All of the above guidance emphasises the need to establish the values schools should impart to pupils. It was clearly 
recognised that there is more to life than achieving high standards in academic subjects. The task was described as: 
‘…the training of good human beings, purposeful and wise, themselves with a vision of what it is to be human and 
the kind of society that makes that possible’. Process and Practice  
The Assistant Headteacher for Student Support and Inclusion works alongside the pastoral team, Head of PSHE, 
Deputy Headteacher in charge of curriculum and all other Heads of Department and Faculties to ensure the below 
actions take place. 
 
In order to realise the above aims we will do the following:  
 

 Provide a coherent assembly, PSHE and Citizenship programme which enables all four aspects to be 
delivered at different and appropriate times.  

 Opportunities will also take place in enrichment activities. Those with responsibility for running clubs, 
societies, trips and other events will develop their awareness of SMSC opportunities their activities have, 
and maximise the benefits they bring.  

 At departmental and faculty level, Heads of Department and Faculty will regularly audit with their teams the 
opportunities for covering relevant SMSC criteria in their Schemes of Work.  

 Promote student voice and the poser of democracy via the School Student Council and House Student 
Leadership.  

 



 Those with responsibility for publicising the School or liaising with other schools and organisations should 
consider the SMSC aspects of their public relations. In addition to being representatives of the School, they 
should report SMSC matters arising from their links to the School at appropriate occasions.  

 At pastoral level, the Pastoral Team, House Team and groups of tutors will regularly discuss SMSC issues and 
appropriate thought will be given about how aspects of these issues may be best communicated to 
members of staff, to pupils and parents, and to other interested individuals.  

 The Assistant Headteacher in charge of staff CPD ensures that individual and whole staff SMSC needs are 
met in the CPD Development Plan.  

 All Members of Staff (including associate staff) should be aware of the importance of SMSC development 
and the enhancement it brings to the life of the School. They should feel free to voice related concerns and 
interests within the normal pattern of departmental, tutorial and staff meetings.  Monitoring and Evaluation  

The policy will be reviewed regularly. Information and data will be collected at regular points throughout the year 
relating to its delivery and practice using a variety of media – interviews; surveys; student council and regular 
auditing via faculty, departmental, pastoral and whole school self-evaluation.  SMSC Development Spiritual Development  

The school, incorporating the Ofsted definitions below, link a meaningful and coherent programme of 
delivery through the school core values 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
As children develop physically they do so emotionally and psychologically. In studying at school to gain knowledge 
and skills their personal beliefs and identities are shaped. The spiritual development of pupils at Yateley School is 
shown by their:  
 

 ability to be reflective about their own beliefs, religious or otherwise, that inform their perspective on life 
and their interest in and respect for different people’s faiths, feelings and values  

 sense of enjoyment and fascination in learning about themselves, others and the world around them  
 use of imagination and creativity in their learning willingness to reflect on their experiences.   Moral Development  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Children enter secondary school with degrees of moral understanding defined by their families and friends and by 
their previous schooling. They should be encouraged to take personal responsibility for their words and actions. They 
should be expected to reject any form of bullying, discrimination or cruelty. They should be helped to deal with any 
moral dilemmas they may face. The moral development of pupils is shown by their:  
 

 ability to recognise the difference between right and wrong, readily apply this understanding in their own 
lives and, in so doing, respect the civil and criminal law of England  

Spiritual development is the development of the non-material element of a human being which animates 
and sustains us and, depending on our point of view, either ends or continues in some form when we die. 
It is about the development of a sense of identity, self-worth, personal insight, meaning and purpose. It is 
about the development of a pupil’s ‘spirit’. Some people may call it the development of a pupil’s ‘soul’; 
others as the development of ‘personality’ or ‘character’.

Moral development is about the building, by pupils, of a framework of moral values which regulates their 
personal behaviour. It is also about the development of pupils’ understanding of society’s shared and agreed 
values. It is about understanding that there are issues where there is disagreement and it is also about 
understanding that society’s values change. Moral development is about gaining an understanding of the 
range of views and the reasons for the range. It is also about developing an opinion about the different 
views.  



 understanding of the consequences of their behaviour and actions  
 interest in investigating and offering reasoned views about moral and ethical issues, and being able to 

understand and appreciate the viewpoints of others on these issues.   Social Development 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As members of the community at Yateley School, students learn social skills and values that will determine their 
future lives as responsible citizens. To help this growth the following should have positive reinforcement. The social 
development of pupils is shown by their:  
 

 use of a range of social skills in different contexts, including working and socialising with pupils from 
different religious, ethnic and socio-economic backgrounds  

 willingness to participate in a variety of communities and social settings, including by volunteering, 
cooperating well with others and being able to resolve conflicts effectively  

 acceptance and engagement with the fundamental British values of democracy, the rule of law, individual 
liberty and mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs; the pupils develop and 
demonstrate skills and attitudes that will allow them to participate fully in and contribute positively to life in 
modern Britain.  

 Cultural Development  
 
 
 
.  
 
 
 
 
 
At Yateley School, pupils discover and develop their aesthetic, creative, intellectual and physical skills. Students 
should develop an awareness of their own cultural roots. They should also be able to appreciate the diversity and 
evolution of cultural traditions that society has, how conflicts between them occur, and how they can be reconciled. 
To help meet the needs of individuals and of the School, the following should occur.  
 
The cultural development of pupils is shown by their:  
 

 understanding and appreciation of the wide range of cultural influences that have shaped their own heritage 
and that of others  

 understanding and appreciation of the range of different cultures within school and further afield as an 
essential element of their preparation for life in modern Britain  

 knowledge of Britain's democratic parliamentary system and its central role in shaping our history and 
values, and in continuing to develop Britain  

 willingness to participate in and respond positively to artistic, sporting and cultural opportunities  
 interest in exploring, improving understanding of and showing respect for different faiths and cultural 

diversity, and the extent to which they understand, accept, respect and celebrate diversity, as shown by 

Cultural development is about pupils’ understanding their own culture and other cultures in their town, region 
and in the country as a whole. It is about understanding cultures represented in Europe and elsewhere in the 
world. It is about understanding and feeling comfortable in a variety of cultures and being able to operate in 
the emerging world culture of shared experiences provided by television, travel and the internet. It is about 
understanding that cultures are always changing and coping with change. Promoting pupils’ cultural 
development is intimately linked with schools’ attempts to value cultural diversity and prevent racism 

Social development is about young people working effectively with each other and participating successfully in the 
community as a whole. It is about the development of the skills and personal qualities necessary for living and 
working together. It is about functioning effectively in a multi-racial, multi-cultural society. It involves growth in 
knowledge and understanding of society in all its aspects. This includes understanding people as well as 
understanding society’s institutions, structures and characteristics, economic and political principles and 
organisations, roles and responsibilities and life as a citizen, parent or worker in a community. It also involves the 
development of the inter-personal skills necessary for successful relationships. 



their tolerance and attitudes towards different religious, ethnic and socio-economic groups in the local, 
national and global communities.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Appendix One – Planning for SMSC 



Appendix Two – SMSC In The Classroom

 





Appendix Three – Delivering SMSC at Yateley School House, Tutor & Assemblies 
 House Assemblies usually contain a moral message: 

o Recently have been on parable of the prodigal son - spiritual. 
o Empathy – based around the most frequent line I hear ‘It’s not fair’ 
o Resilience/Determination – Learning lessons from the lives of Lionel Messi, Steve Jobs and Nelson 

Mandela 
o Social Cohesion and respecting others – Based around the ‘Out of Africa Theory’ of human evolution. 
o Forgiveness – Based around the life of Bert Trautman. 
o The importance of morals and values – based around the poem ‘IF’ 

 Through assemblies we try to encourage student compassion to instigate fund raising. 
 Through the year 8 poetry competition, done during tutor time, students collaborate with each other, listen 

and work with each other to produce a class poem which they perform. I am sure there is some mileage in 
this experience. 

 Planned SMSC and Philosophy For Children focused discussion in some scheduled extended tutor time 
sessions SMSC Newsletter & Bulletin English contributes to children’s SMSC development through: 

 Developing confidence and expertise in language, which is an important aspect of individual and social 
identity;  

 Enabling pupils to understand and engage with the feelings and values embodied in high quality poetry, 
fiction, drama, film and television;  

 Developing pupils’ awareness of moral and social issues in fiction, journalism, magazines, radio, television 
and film;  

 Helping pupils to understand how language changes over time, the influences on spoken, and written 
language and social attitudes to the use of language. Mathematics can provide a contribution to pupils’ SMSC by:  

Enabling pupils to acknowledge the important contribution made to mathematics by non-western cultures. Science contributes to children’s SMSC development through: 
 Encouraging pupils to reflect on the wonder of the natural world; 
 Awareness of the ways that science and technology can affect society and the environment; 
 Consideration of the moral dilemmas that can result in scientific developments;  
 Showing respect for differing opinions, on creation for example;  
 Co-operation in practical activity; 
 Raising awareness that scientific developments are the product of many different cultures. ICT contributes to children’s SMSC development through: 
 Preparing the children for the challenges of living and learning in a technologically-enriched, increasingly 

inter-connected world;  
 Making clear the guidelines about the ethical use of the internet;  
 Acknowledging advances in technology and appreciation for human achievement. History makes a contribution to SMSC by: 
 Looking at the creation and evolution of British society;  
 Enabling pupils to reflect on issues such as slavery, the holocaust and Imperialism;  
 Showing an awareness of the moral implications of the actions of historical figures. 



Geography contributes to children’s SMSC development through: 
 Opportunities for reflection on the creation, earth’s origins, future and diversity are given;  
 Reflection on the fair distribution of the earth’s resources and issues surrounding climate change;  
 Studies of people and physical geography gives our children the chance to reflect on the social and cultural 

characteristics of society. French and other MFL contribute to the children’s SMSC development: 
 Children may gain insights into the way of life, cultural traditions, moral and social developments of other 

people;  
 Social skills are developed through group activities and communication exercises.  
 Listening skills are improved through oral/aural work. Art contributes to SMSC by: 
 Art lessons develop children’s aesthetic appreciation;  
 In turn, Art evokes feelings of ‘awe’ and ‘wonder';  
 Giving pupils the chance to reflect on nature, their environment and surroundings.  
 Studying artists with spiritual or religious theme, issues raised by artists which concerns ethical issues, such 

as War painting. D.T. lessons make a particular contribution to children’s SMSC development through: 
 Reflecting on products and inventions, the diversity of materials and ways in which design can improve the 

quality of our lives;  
 Awareness of the moral dilemmas created by technological advances;  
 How different cultures have contributed to technology;  
 Opportunities to work as a team, recognising others’ strengths, sharing equipment. PE - Children’s SMSC development is actively promoted by: 
 Activities involving co-operation, teamwork, competition, rules, self-discipline and fair play;  
 Exploring the sports and traditions of a variety of cultures.  Food Technology 
 Appreciation of food from different cultures 
 Reflection of how food is produced and distributed 
 Individual activities that provide the opportunity for self-reflection, awareness and challenge. Outside Lessons 
 UK Youth Parliament elections 
 Mock Trial 
 Domestic Violence day 
 Smoking prevention 
 Anti-bullying week activities PSHE 
 Cyberbullying and mental health 

Year 7 Achievement 



Overview 

PSHE & Citizenship is designed to equip young people with the knowledge, skills and understanding 
to make wise, informed choices and implement them successfully in a complex and ever changing 
world.  
It supports their need to be effective and happy citizens, pursue rewarding and worthwhile lives and 
fulfil their personal potential. It covers a wide range of personal, life and social skills. 
Please be aware that the order of delivery of PSHE is sensitive to the maturity and needs of individual 
classes and may be amended based on the judgement of the specific class teacher. 

Autumn 

Relationships: Familiarisation lesson(1) 
Prejudice:    Use of language (1) 
Beliefs         (4) 
   Types/Sources of Belief  
   Debating skills 
Health 
       Life Expectancy & Self Care (1) 
       Smoking (via children)(1) 
      Smoking (via addiction)(1) 
      Smoking (via positive messages)(1) 
Drugs Education (4) 
   Mind mapping/Define Harm 
   Horizon Top 20 Drug Video 
   Review learning 

Spring 

Rights & Responsibilities (2) 
Global Citizenship (2) 
Politics/Democracy 
        Our Government (2) 
        Parties, Pressure Groups  
                   & Charities (1) 
        UK elections (1) 
        Holding an Election (1) 
Puberty, Health & Hygiene 
       Changes & Hygiene (1) 
       Website & Quiz (1) 
Personal finance: Good With Money (1) 

Summer 
AQA Level 2 course on Alcohol (12) 
The Importance of Citizenship 

 

Year 8 Achievement 

Overview 

PSHE & Citizenship is designed to equip young people with the knowledge, skills and understanding 
to make wise, informed choices and implement them successfully in a complex and ever changing 
world.  
It supports their need to be effective and happy citizens, pursue rewarding and worthwhile lives and 
fulfil their personal potential. It covers a wide range of personal, life and social skills. 
Please be aware that the order of delivery of PSHE is sensitive to the maturity and needs of individual 
classes and may be amended based on the judgement of the specific class teacher. 

Autumn 

Relationships 
                  Love (2) 
Body Changes/Puberty 
              Raging Teens (3) 
Anti-Smoking Lessons (3) 
Human Rights and the Rights of Young People (5) 
Return to Kudos careers (2)  
E-safety – Reputation Management(1)     



Spring 

 Drugs 
Cannabis (3) DVD Should I Smoke Dope?…..(No!) 
Post film review/Consolidation(1) 
Refugees 
     What is a refugee (1) 
     Refugees - Visualisation (1) 
     Germany, Darfur – Denmark (1) 
British Identity and Immigration 
    Immigration(2) 
    Britishness Exercise (1)  
    Cases study film on modern immigrants (2) 
    British Values(1) 

Summer 

String Sex – Introduction to STIs(1) 
Pressure Groups 
   Consumer Power(1) 
   Campaign Methods(2) 
   Fair Trade (2) 
   Reading a newspaper, Watching news, Media Bias(2) 
Responsible Dog Ownership(1)   visiting speaker  
Drugs and Adulteration(1) 
Financial Awareness - Budgeting (1 - 2) 
Surviving through choices   Turkey?  (2) 

 

Year 9 Achievement 

Overview 

PSHE & Citizenship is designed to equip young people with the knowledge, skills and understanding 
to make wise, informed choices and implement them successfully in a complex and ever changing 
world.  
It supports their need to be effective and happy citizens, pursue rewarding and worthwhile lives and 
fulfil their personal potential. It covers a wide range of personal, life and social skills. 
Please be aware that the order of delivery of PSHE is sensitive to the maturity and needs of individual 
classes and may be amended based on the judgement of the specific class teacher. 

Autumn 

Criminal Justice 
                  Law &Justice (3) 
                  A Magistrates Court (3) 
CAREERS - The Real Game (3) 
Drugs - Alcohol (3) 
Noah’s Ark (Making choices)    (3 lessons) 
links to Kudos careers software 

Spring 

Kudos session  (1 lesson) 
(book computer room as soon as possible)  
“Virgin Daughters” film  and discussion (1) 
Disability Awareness (3) 
Sexual Health & Relationships 
         Virginity & Pregnancy (3) 
         Condoms & Baby Oil (1) 
Begin planning CV’s & Personal Statements 
(2) 
Homelessness (2)   “Looking for Tat” film/discussion 

Summer 

Tainted Love Film on STI Clinic   (3) 
Body Image (2) 
e-safety – legal responsibilities(1) 
Smoking – The drug dealers (1) 
Ballantyne on Smoking film (1) 
Domestic violence visiting speakers – Trips week 

 



Year 10 Achievement 

Overview 

PSHE & Citizenship is designed to equip young people with the knowledge, skills and understanding 
to make wise, informed choices and implement them successfully in a complex and ever changing 
world.  
It supports their need to be effective and happy citizens, pursue rewarding and worthwhile lives 
and fulfil their personal potential. It covers a wide range of personal, life and social skills. 
Please be aware that the order of delivery of PSHE is sensitive to the maturity and needs of 
individual classes and may be amended based on the judgement of the specific class teacher. 

Autumn 

Decision making skills 
The Labour Market (1) 
SWOT analysis, ambitions (2) 
Post-16 choices, types of job/career,  
Research in computer rooms 
KUDOS (1) 
Personal Statements, CVs, Applications for Work Experience.  Planning for job interviews (generic 
& specific)     (2) 
Apprentice Interviews  DVD/Debate  (2) 
Preparation for Interviews 
The Apprentice Game (3) 

Spring 

Superstition (1) 
Charities/Pressure Groups/Terrorists 
           Definitions (3) 
           Battleship Antarctica (film) (2) 
Condoms(2) 
Mock interview sessions 

Summer 

Animal Rights  
   The Cat or The Cot(2) 
   Free Range Eggs (2)  Jamie Oliver DVD 
Work experience preparation(1) 
The UK electoral system (4) 
RE for PSHE  Chasing God DVD (1) 
Long Lost Families(1) 
Abortion – The Choice DVD(2) 

 

Year 11 Achievement 

Overview 

PSHE & Citizenship is designed to equip young people with the knowledge, skills and understanding 
to make wise, informed choices and implement them successfully in a complex and ever changing 
world.  
It supports their need to be effective and happy citizens, pursue rewarding and worthwhile lives 
and fulfil their personal potential. It covers a wide range of personal, life and social skills. 
Please be aware that the order of delivery of PSHE is sensitive to the maturity and needs of 
individual classes and may be amended based on the judgement of the specific class teacher. 

Autumn 

ISLAM – Fact vs fiction. (1-2) 
Long Lost Families(2) 
Contraception other than condoms (3) 
STI clinic Film (3) 
Abortion 
       Beliefs & Abortion (1) 
       The Choice (3) DVD  
Pornography(3) 



Spring 

Pensions “How to be a millionaire” 
Buying a House – mortgages 
International “Democracy” (USA)  (5) 
Beliefs & sexuality(2) Homophobia  
Violence, Crime and Punishment 
Holloway Documentary 

Summer 

Kudos (1) – link to A level choices 
Darwin & Dawkins versus God  (2)  DVD/Debate  
Drugs – Risk(1) 
Managing Alcohol(1) 
Key Skills Revision(3) 
Parenthood (3) 
Body Image (1) 

 

 

 

  



Appendix Four – Yateley School Department SMSC Provision Nov 2015 
 Graphics 
In Graphics SMSC is covered in the coursework elements in year 10 and year 11.  For example the in the user profile 
and product analysis sections of the year 10 table talker project and in the specification and evaluation sections of 
the year 11 pop-up book project. It is also part of the theory element of the course as detailed below- 

Social Issues 

• Social development, through recognising the need to consider the views of others, including people with 
disabilities, when designing and discussing designed products. 

• Anthropometrics and ergonomics. 

• Signs and symbols giving valuable information about materials, products and safety issues. 

Moral Issues 

• Conditions of working. 

• Protecting the safety of users of products. 

• Ethical trading initiative (ETI). 

Cultural Issues 

• Looking at, responding to and valuing the responses of others to design solutions. 

• The impact of different cultures on modern products. 

 Music 
Music department feel that pupils have many opportunities to develop morally, socially, culturally and spiritually. 
This is evident in SoW that we run. 

We teach music contextually and included in this are social aspects, moral aspects etc. 

Group work and freedom expression also enables this. Students have an opportunity to perform in our community 
as well as abroad and they hear music from all over the World, this is also linked to the cultures of specific places. 
Workshops also expose the students to a wide variety of music from different cultures.  

 Maths 
Spiritual: Routine reflection on progress and attitude to learning; Encourage a ‘have a go’ attitude to complex 
problems; Challenging misconceptions; Encouraging independent though – using devices to provide choices and 
investigations of complex topics. 

Moral: Clear behaviour expectations; Consequences followed through; Discussions to highlight impact of behaviour 
on others; Environment where mistakes are allowed and encouraged by discussion; Listening to others during 
questioning; Learning approaches to resolve problems. 



Social: Working with currency; Responsible money management (impact of interest rates etc.); Encourage 
participation; 6th formers mentoring opportunities – helping others. 

Cultural: Sharing the foundations of mathematics and the countries/cultures they come from. 

 

MFL 
Year Area of 

Sp/Mo/So/Cu 
Topic/Theme 

7 So 

Cu 

Sp 

Geography and cultural – countries and nationalities 

Food and drink from other countries 

School systems abroad 

Armistice Day in French 

European Day of Languages 

Group talk 

8 So 

Cu 

Sp 

French & Spanish towns and cities and customs 

Traditions and festivals 

Bastille Day 

European Day of Languages 

Group talk 

9 So 

Cu 

Sp 

Lives of young people who live abroad 

Customs and traditions 

How Europeans celebrate & festivals 

Group talk 

10 So 

Cu 

Food and drink abroad 

Lifestyles abroad 

Holidaying habits 

Knowledge of geography of countries 

Group talk 

11 So 

Cu 

Mo 

Jobs and employment opportunities abroad 

Foreign School systems 

Traditions and customs abroad 



 Homelessness and poverty 

Group talk 

12 Sp 

So 

Cu 

Foreign customs and traditions 

National Celebrations 

Holidaying customs 

Religion in Spain and Latin America 

Group talk 

13 Mo 

So 

Cu 

Foreign literature and history 

Modern societal issues 

Wealth vs. poverty 

Charities 

Immigration and integration 

Group talk 
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